
In the April 2018 issue of this news-
letter, we announced that we would 
soon release details about the expan-
sion of our Hope4Sudan ministry. We 
are pleased to announced the launch-
ing of a ministry called Compass.

Due to the instability of life and 
politics in South Sudan, many school-
age students are fleeing to neighbor-
ing countries where they can pursue 
their studies in a more conducive 
environment. Boarding schools in 
nations such as Kenya and Uganda 
offer students a high school education 
without the looming threats of civil 
war, economic crisis, starvation, and 
the lack of basic necessities. Many of 
our own Hope4Sudan Primary School 
graduates have left the area for this 
very reason. Their desire, however, is 
to return to their people after earning 
their diplomas and/or degrees. As we 
eagerly await their return, we want to 
do our part in preparing them to make 
the biggest impact possible on their 
nation and the community around 
them.

Compass, a new ministry birthed 
out of Hope4Sudan, launched in May. 
It will focus on the Hope4Sudan (and 
other S. Sudanese) students who are 
currently studying in Eldoret, Kenya. 
One of the goals of this ministry is to 
train individuals in the skills necessary 
for opening and operating successful 

micro businesses in their homeland. 
Classes such as Business Administra-
tion and Bookkeeping will be offered 
to the students, with experienced 
teachers and business people offering 
mentorship and support.  

Because the Hope4Sudan gradu-
ates are passionate about working in 
the local church, we will also focus 
much time and energy on imparting 
the necessary skills to effectively lead a 
congregation. Experienced pastors and 
church leaders will help teach practi-
cal classes such as Pastoral Care and 
Church Administration. 

Church planting has proven very 
difficult because of the lack of trained 
pastors and laymen in South Sudan. 
Even if they’re blessed enough to find 
one, it’s almost impossible for a local 
congregation to support a good pas-
tor due to extreme poverty. Compass 
is designed to help tackle this issue 
by not only training young men for 

church leadership, but also helping 
to establish them in micro businesses 
which will support them as they return 
home to serve the local church.

Our ministry is based in Kapoeta, 
South Sudan, a region known as 
Toposaland. Consequently, ministry 
efforts will be primarily geared to-
wards the Toposa tribe. For the last 
several decades, this people group has 
been exploited in almost every way 
imaginable. For example, to this day, 
the tribesmen own and operate less 
than 5% of the shops and businesses 
in their own land. We strongly feel the 
Lord wants to use this new initiative to 
help change these statistics. We’ve seen 
Him using Hope4Sudan’s ministry to 
assist locals in the areas of healthcare, 
education, and church-planting over 
the last ten years. Our prayer is that He 
will now use Compass to equip locals 
to be both passionate church leaders 
and successful businessmen in their 
homeland.
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These young people are currently attending two classes a week on church leadership, as well 
as a Saturday service, and will be mentored by experienced ministers and businessmen.



Left to right; Ethan & Greg McClerkin, 
Jeremiah Lokenye, pastor of the Nacha-
lagur church, and the village chief.

Church Planting Increase
A big part of Hope4Sudan’s mission is to meet the spiritual needs of the 

South Sudanese people while providing health care and education. The 
church on the site of the compound has been a key player in providing the 
spiritual food. Our goal is to train Sudanese leaders to take the Gospel to their 
towns and villages and start more congregations. There is no resident Bible 
school for training leaders and the economic conditions make it extremely 
difficult for local churches to support a pastor. Even with those challenges, we 
are excited about the progress we have made so far. Jeremiah Lokenye, one of 
our former students, planted a village church in Nachalagur, Kapoeta State. 
Under his leadership, this church has grown to 100 plus members already! 
Another village church in Mach 2, also in Kapoeta State, is being planted 
under the care of missionary Gregory McClerkin until the Lord provides a 
pastor. We are laying the groundwork for a church plant in Juba, South Sudan. 
The pastor will be John Adungosi, a former pastor at the H4S compound 
church. Just last month, an international youth church was planted in Eldoret, 
Kenya, as part of the Compass ministry. We are believing that this ministry 
will help us train leaders and accelerate the progress of church planting.

Bloom Launches as an Arm of Hope4Sudan’s Compass Ministry
When the McClerkins returned to Africa, they asked their supporters to 

pray regarding Latoya’s desire to do ministry among those with special needs. 
Shortly after they arrived, she returned as a volunteer teacher at Eldoret 
Special Needs School. The Lord put on her heart to organize an outdoor event 
which would draw special needs families together and offer them fun activi-
ties, helpful information, and meaningful support. On May 5th, that vision 
came to pass with the first “Bloom Event.” Families gathered on the campus of 
East Africa Bible College to enjoy activities such as painting, a jumping castle, 
music, and dance. They were given refreshment not only for the body, but 
also for the soul. Bloom is an extension of Hope4Sudan’s Compass ministry 
and was launched in Kenya as a pilot program. The plan is to eventually bring 
Bloom to South Sudan where children with disabilities are socially shunned 
and often hidden away, chained to beds, and sometimes killed. Bloom is des-
tined to make a spiritual impact on these families. Latoya is very grateful to 
Summer Sneed (a fellow missionary in Eldoret) for all of her hard work and 
help in organizing the pilot event in Kenya.

Praise Reports
•  Thank the Lord for planting the seed 

and then directing the implementa-
tion of the Compass ministry (includ-
ing Bloom) as part of Hope4Sudan. 

•  We’re so grateful to report that 
through your prayers and generosity, 
Latoya now has a small car which is perfect for getting around the area.

Prayer Requests
•  Pray for the 30 students in Eldoret, Kenya, who attended the kickoff event 

for Compass and are now part of the program and new church plant. Pray 
for ongoing funding for the ministries of Compass.

•  Pray for the Bloom ministry, a pilot program of Compass, for special 
needs families in Eldoret, Kenya. Pray that God will give direction on how 
to best meet the needs of these families as the ministry grows.

•  Pray for the Hope4Sudan team as they raise funds and prepare to go to 
South Sudan in November to hold clinics and work at the H4S school.

It was heart-warming to watch families 
bring in their special needs children.

The bounce house is always a popular 
activity anywhere in the world!

Latoya McClerkin (on the right) greets 
one of the Bloom attendees as she 
watched her dream play out in real life!


